Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LONDON 10725 291231Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 ACDA-07 
NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 USIA-06 TRSE-00 
NSC-05 /064W 

124778 291331Z/46 

R 29121 1ZJUN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5642 

SECDEF WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION NATO 

USCINCEUR 

USNMR SHAPE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 10725 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UKMCAPMARR 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF NON-DISBANDMENT OF 
UK ROYAL MARINE UNIT 

1 . MULLEY, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENSE, MADE PUBLIC 
IN COMMONS ON 28 JUNE, IN ANSWER TO A WRITTEN QUESTION, 
HMG’S DECISION TO REVERSE ITS EARLIER 1975 DEFENSE 
REVIEW DECISION CONCERNING DISBANDMENT OF NO. 41 ROYAL 
COMMANDO, ROYAL MARINES. IT WAS PLANNED THAT THIS UNIT 
WOULD BE RUN DOWN FOLLOWING WITHDRAWAL FROM MALTA OF 
THE INDEPENDENT COMPANY OF THE COMMANDO. THE UNIT WILL 
NOW BE RECONSTITUTED IN BRITAIN WITH ABOUT 500 MEN 
STATIONED AT DEAL. KENT. IT WILL GROW TO FULL STRENGTH 
WHEN THE 200 MEN NOW STATIONED IN MALTA RETURN TO UK 
CIRCA APRIL 1979. 

2. RETENTION OF THE UNIT GIVES UK AN EASY AND QUICK 
WAY OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL TROOPS TO HELP RELIEVE THE 
BURDEN OF ROTATING PERIODS OF SERVICE IN NORTHERN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 LONDON 10725 29 1231 Z 

IRELAND- WHICH AT PRESENT FALL HEAVILY ON BAOR. THE 
COMMANDO UNIT WILL BE USED IN AN INFANTRY ROLE IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND. THE ESTIMATED COST IS ABOUT 5 MILLION 
POUNDS A YEAR AND IS SMALL. WHILE RETENTION IMPROVES 
UK'S FORCE READINESS CAPABILITY, IT REFLECTS ALSO 
RECOGNITION BY THE GOVERNMENT THAT THE ARMY HAS BECOME 
OVERSTRETCHED AND THAT SOME RELIEF FROM THE STRAINS OF 
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FREQUENT TOURS OF DUTY IN NORTHERN IRELAND IS REQUIRED. 

BREWSTER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, REGIONAL DEFENSE ORGANIZATIONS, FORCE & TROOP LEVELS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LONDON10725 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770232-0144 
Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977068/aaaaagln.tel 

Line Count: 65 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 560a1b83-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2234671 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF NON-DISBANDMENT OF UK ROYAL MARINE UNIT 
TAGS: MCAP, MARR, MORG, UK 
To: STATE DOD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/560a1b83-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



